
 In anticipation of the 
upcoming technical res-
cue training in the west 
Stronghold , team  
members familiarized 
themselves with a new 
piece of technical res-
cue gear the RESCUE 
MPD. This is quite the 
gear, The MPD is util-
ized within haul/lower 
system and takes the 
place of the brake rack, 
prussic and prussic 
minding pulleys. The 
change from a lower to 
a haul or vise versa is 
quick and smooth. 
Helps out quite a bit in 

regard to carrying gear.  

 2.5.2015 Training and Meeting 

 2.3.2015 Ft. Huachuca Assist—Short Haul 

 We were activated for this 
rescue mission around 1730 
hours. BP initially contacted 
DPS Ranger for a short haul in 
the area of Huachuca Peak, who 
in turn called David. The initial 
coordinates place the injured 
subject way into Gardener Can-
yon and not Huachuca Peak. 
We finally did get some good 
coordinates and DPS Ranger 

was able to locate the subjects 
and BP agents. Unfortunately it 
had gotten dark and no short 
haul was possible via DPS. The 
rescue was then completed via 
CBP helo. However, we did 
have a plan B, just in case the 
rescue was not possible. A sec-
ondary team was stationed at 
the Sportsman’s Center to pos-
sible hike to the area via Garden 

Canyon.  
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• 2.3.2015 Ft. Huachuca 

Assist Rescue Mission 

• 2.5.2015 training and 
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• 2.5.12015 Search for 
overdue Hiker E Strong-

hold 

• 2.7.2015 Tech training 
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• 2.10.2015 Almost mis-
sion, search in Sierra 
Vista (Miller Canyon 

area) 
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completed by Sgt Noland 

2.13.2015 

• 2.22.2015 Helo re-quals 



 For a changes, this was an 
early morning mission. We 
were called around 0835 hours 
with the CP being the Heli Spot 
in the E Stronghold. A subject 
had gone hiking the day prior 
around 1100 hour and had not 
returned. The two subjects 
who called him in, were climb-
ing in the area, and our subject 
just wanted to go for a hike, 
but was not familiar with the 
area. He had asked the two 
about a trail to the West 
Stronghold, which is not exis-
tent from the Castle Dome 
rock formation. The two re-

turned from their climbing trip 
around 1700 hours and this 
subject was not at camp. They 
tried to call his phone, unfortu-
nately he had left at camp. This 
could have been a very ugly 
situation, not knowing exactly 
where the subject had hiked to, 
and the possibility of him having 
taking a fall. David arrived at 
the CP around  0920 hours and 
made contact with two sub-
jects. While he spoke with 
them, one received a text mes-
sage from our missing subject 
stating he was back at camp. 
We met with the subject at 

their camp site and he said he 
had made it to the west side, 
but was not able to find his way 
back due to it getting dark. 
From what he told us, he made 
it to the area of Slavin Gulch. 
He stated he built a small 
campfire and slept with his dog 
keeping each other warm. At 
daybreak he back tracked his 
route making it back to the 

camp site.  

 2.5.2015 Overdue Hiker East Stronghold 

 2.6.2015 Missing Person—Dementia 

 The subject was 
heading north and we inserted 
teams in a leap frog type fash-
ion to possible intersect his 
movement. Approximately five 
teams were deployed several 
on foot the others as mobile 
units. The subject was entered 
into the system as a missing 
person, and a Silver Alert was 
issued. A subject driving home 

from work, came across our 
missing person in the area of 
Moson Road.   

 Waiting for the sub-
ject to be transported back to 
command post and to be medi-
cally checked. According to the 
reporting party, the subject had 
not eaten and did not take any 
water, therefore dehydration 
was an issue compounded by 
the very warm weather we had 
that day. David is checking our 

subject, who appeared, taking 
everything into consideration, 

was quite well. 

 The SAR team was activated 
for this search mission around 
1400 hours. A subject had gone 
for a walk around 0900 hours 
and had not returned as of the 
time of the page out. The sub-
ject was not familiar with the 
area visiting from out of coun-
try. It was believed he was 
possibly heading to Tombstone 
to visit other extended family. 
Our response to this call was 
great, and we were assisted by 
BORSTAR, who had arrived 
first on scene and began track-
ing the subject from the home 
he was missing from. We also 
asked for the assistance of the 
Department of Corrections 
Dog team to assist with the 
search.    

Dr. Scuba 

Corner 

“Only by binding 

together as a 

single force will 

we remain strong 

and 

unconquerable.” 

Chris Bradford 
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Group photo for the 2.3.2015 

Mission, missing is Scott S. R74 

Command Post Area with lots 
of vehicles parked along the 

road. 



 

  

 2.7.201 Tech Training West Stronghold 

 Dominic is working 
the MPD on 
the lower 
system. So 
is Deuce, 
everyone 
took a turn 
getting fa-
miliarized 
with the 
MPD and 
the change 

over from a lower to a haul. 
The 
change 
form 
lower 
to haul 
or vise 
versa is 
ex-
tremely 

quick . 

Travis trusting the 
system. (The fall would 
have been very short, 
maybe two feet at the 
most, the system held 
and there was no 
movement what so 
ever). The system was 

changed over into a 3:1 haul 
system without major rigging, 
just adding some prussics and a 
pulley, and maybe a change of 

direction.  

 During this training the team 
was split into two groups hav-
ing to set up the VOSRTEX 
and incorporate the Rescue 
MPD. Challenges were appro-
priate anchors for the system 
as well as anchoring the rear 
leg of the VORTEX. It was 
quite the challenge, since we 
were such a large group, split-
ting the team gave everyone 
the chance of working the sys-
tem, going over the edge as a 
tender etc. Dominic is working 

on one of the anchors for the 
system, wrap three pull two.  

“Team effort 

goes vain when 

individual effort 

is in the wrong 

direction.” 

Ram Mohan 
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Group picture from the search, and even Tom made out to this one, “Welcome back.” 

Team 2 is 
working 
on setting 
up the 

VORTEX 

The haul team.s 



 

  
 Yvonne and Walter 

tending the MPD for team two. 

Bill helping Lilly on her form 
(rappel) during  her being low-

ered.   

                                       

Team two’s haul set up.  

Team 2 working the haul sys-
tem. After having broken down 

the VORTEX and system, team 
one headed to another location 
to rebuild the system in a more 
challenging location.  With 

team two doing the same.  

 Matt and 
Deuce working on the 
change from a lower to 
a haul. The haul team on 
the left with Matt tend-
ing the MPD. 
  

This was a great day for train-
ing. Everyone was able to try 
out the MPD and had a chance 
of trying either rappel work or 

stokes work.  

 

“No obstacle is 
so big that one 
person with de-
termination can’t 
make a differ-

ence.” 

Jay Samit 
 

 

Tech training continued 

Your business tag line here. 



David activated the team 
around 1755 hours for a 16 
year old male having not re-
turned from a hiking excursion 
in the Carr Canyon area. Not 
too many made it out the door 
or even to the location of the 
search, before the team was 
cancelled. The subject walked 

out and was okay.  

Quickest Search Mission 2.8.2015 Carr Canyon 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31     

March 20 1 5  
 Schedule of 

Events 

 

• 3.5.15 Training and 

Meeting 

• 3.7.2015 Tech training 

West Stronghold 

• 3.7.2015 Safety Fair Will-

cox Hospital 0900-1400 

• 3.19.2015 Coordinator 

Training 

• 3.20 to 22 Overnighter E 
Stronghold—ATV and 
ATV refresher, Track-
ing,, short MOCK search 

with a UAV demo 

It was a cold night during the Ft. 

Huachuca assist rescue mission.  

Bridge Training 2.14.2015 

In preparation for the quarterly 
helo equals on 2.22.2015, we 
again went to the Charleston 
Bridge to practice.  This is 
always a good refresher prior 
to the requals. Everyone had a 
chance to make several rap-
pels, practice lock offs and also 
rappel with a pack. Our part-
ners from Graham County also 
came out to practice. Melanie 
and Tom practicing with their 

packs, to include Tom F.  



Schedule of 

Events 

• 4.2.2015 training ad 

meeting 

• 4.4.2015 tech train-

ing TBD 

• 4.16.2015 Coordina-

tor training 

• 4.16.2015 Dive Ten-
der Training 1730—

Foothills Station 

• 4.18.2015 Dive 
Trainer Parker 

Canyon Lake 

• 4.30 to 5.3 State 
SAR Conference 
Heber AZ (4.30.15 
is registration train-

ing begins 5.12015) 

 Eric brought a chair 
to improvise the helo seat.  
   
   

Raul, 
what 
are you 
doing 
with all 
that 
rope?

   
   

  
David on 

his rappel 

Bridge training continued 
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SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 1 2 

April 2015 

The helo team 



Helo Requals 2.22.2015 

Except for the windy conditions, 
our helo requals went quite well. 
Practicing the week prior did pay 
of again. G-Geoff only had one re-
mark in regard to the initial belay 
person, otherwise okay from his 
stand point. We need to remem-
ber not to only acknowledge notic-
ing the rotor blades upon initial 
approach, we need to remember 
to again look at them to ensure 
nothing has changed in regard to 
their location, height, etc. Even our 
canine group was able to work 
with the helo after all the re-
qualification work was complete. 
They worked on ingress/egress 
with their respective dogs. Walter 
and Gaby did not have any major 
problems, Matt’s dog didn’t want 
anything to do with the running 
helo.  Phil is giving the initial safety 

brief prior to the helo work.  
Melanie on her 

first rappel.  

We all look alike, 
unable to say who 
is on belay and 

who is on rappel.  
 

One of the two is Deuce. Both 
during their approach. Well, the 

second person is Tom.  There 

were some issues with the rappel 
rope, and it was changed out. Phil 
dropping the rope bag to Dominic 
below.  Several team members 
practiced the rappel with their 

pack. Not as easy as it looks. One 
must be very cognizant preventing 
the pack from getting entwined in 

the rope. Landing with the pack is 
yet another challenged, especially if 

one rappels into an area with 
trees, shrubbery and or rock for-

mations.  

 
Roxy is waiting for her 

snack.  
Prior to the helo 

Glad I’m done. 
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Gaby is getting ready for her ingress/egress 
work with her canine, who is not quite so sure 

if he wants to get into the helo or not.  Well 

this was not as bad.  But I’m sure glad I have 

solid ground under my paws.  
 
Who are these young 
pilots? One is missing a 

lot of teeth.  

This was a pretty exhausting day for our pilot 

John Jonas. Thank you for fighting the wind.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Putting the bird back together under the 
watchful eye of some very serious young peo-

ple.  

 During the open house, several of the SAR 
team members received some extraordinary, 
supplemental training.  The team setting up on 

Friday, 
Raul, Deb-
bie, 
Yvonne, 
David, and 
later Wal-

ter.  
Friday was 
a bit slow, 
but Satur-
day we 

sure had quite the crows. 
And blame it on Travis, 
we ended up in Portal on 
Sunday. He said he 
wanted to have lunch at 
the Portal store, and he 
did. Folks were interested 
and asked questions. 
  

 Some of the of the supplemental 
training, 
received by 
Dominic, 
Travis and 

Jim.   
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CCSO Open House 

The open house was a success, and maybe, 

only maybe will we get some new members.  



ARIZONA SAR CONFERENCE 2015 
April 30-May 3, 2015 

Salvation Army Camp, Heber, AZ 
As of 01/30/2015 
Pre-Conference Class: TEEX PER213 Wide Area Search 
Apr 28-30 0800-1700 each day: 
You must have a FEMA SID number which can be obtained at: 
https://cdp.dhs.gov/femasid/ You must register for this class at 
www.erma.az.gov under event number 1004313 
__________________________________________________________________ 
K9 Track: See K9 SAR Schedule for list of classes and activities for the weekend 
____________________________________________________________________________
__ 
GENERAL CONFERENCE SCHEDULE 
REGISTRATION BEGINS THURSDAY APRIL 30 AT 1400 HRS. 
Friday, May 1 
Full Day Classes: 
0700 BREAKFAST 
0800-1700: Wilderness First Aid (SOLO)1 – Maricopa County Mountain Rescue Posse 
0800-1700: Map and Compass 2- Verde SAR 
0800-1700: Index Tracking 4 – Green Side Training (Freddy Osuna) 
(1900-2100: Index Tracking Night Exercise – Green Side Training) 
0800-1700: Arizona Tracker 3 Class – Mohave SAR 
0800-1700: NASAR SARTECH II Prep Class and Test5 – Dallas Lane 
0800-1700: Basic ATV/UTV6 – Pima/Mohave 
Half Day Classes: 
0800-1200: Using Terrain Navigator Pro for SAR9 – Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
0800-1200: Mounted (equine) Equipment Carrying Techniques – Pima/SAMSAR 
0800-1200: CMC MPD Use In Technical Rescue Operations – Pima/SARA 
0800-1200: CPR-CPR2U (Pima) 
1000-1200: Helicopter Training for K9 Handlers – AZDPS Aviation 
1200-1300: LUNCH 
1300-1500: Urban Missing Person Initial Response – Dallas Lane 
1300-1700: Advanced ATV Search Tactics 8 - Maricopa County SAR – High Desert 
1300-1700: AZDPS Helicopter Training (safety, PPE, SAR Ops, Hover Ingress/Egress)10 
– 
AZDPS Aviation 
1300-1700: Mounted (equine) Patient Carry Techniques – Pima/SAMSAR 
1300-1700: Arizona Vortex Artificial High Directional Use in T echnical Rescue – AHSRes-
cue 
1400-1700: Unmanned Aerial Systems in SAR – Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
1800-2000: DINNER 



Saturday, May 2 
Full Day Classes: 
0700 BREAKFAST 
0800-1700: Wilderness First Aid (SOLO)1 cont.– Maricopa County Mountain Rescue Posse 
0800-1700: Map and Compass 2- Verde SAR 
0800-1700: Basic GPS3 - Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
0800-1700: Index Tracking 4– Green Side Training (Freddy Osuna) 
0800-1700: Arizona Tracker 2 Class – Mohave SAR 
0800-1700: NASAR SARTECH II Prep Class and Test continued5 – Dallas Lane 
0800-1700: Mounted (equine) Field Search – Pima/SAMSAR 
0800-1700: Basic ATV/UTV6 – Pima/Mohave 
Half Day Classes: 
0800-1200: Arizona Vortex Artificial High Directional Use in T echnical Rescue – AHSRes-
cue 
0800-1100: Unmanned Aerial Systems in SAR – Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
1000-1200: Helicopter Training for K9 Handlers – AZDPS Aviation 
1200-1300: LUNCH 
1300-1700: Advanced ATV Search Tactics 8 - Maricopa County SAR – High Desert 
1300-1700: AZDPS Helicopter Training (safety, PPE, SAR Ops, Hover Ingress/Egress)10 
– 
AZDPS Aviation 
1300-1700: Using Terrain Navigator Pro for SAR9 – Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
1300-1700: Swiftwater Awareness – Pima/SARA 
1300-1700: CMC MPD Use In Technical Rescue Operations – Pima/SARA 
1300-1700: CPR-CPR2U/Pima 
1800-2100: DINNER / AWARDS / RAFFLE 
Sunday, May 3 
0700 BREAKFAST 
0800-1200: NASAR SARTECH II Prep Class and Test Continued 
0800-1200: Swift Water Awareness – Pima/SARA 
0800-1200: CPR-CPR2U/Pima 
0800-1000: Introduction To Working With Mounted Resources (intended for nonmounted 
members and coordinators to understand how to work with and around 
mounted searchers)– Pima/SAMSAR 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
Fees/ Pre-Registration / Pre-Requisites / Equipment Information: 
1 = Wilderness First Aid Limited to 24 students (1 class)and there is a $140.00 fee, due at 
registration . Please pre-register with conference registration. Minimum 12 students 
2 = Map and Compass Limited to 20 students per class. (2 classes) Pre-sign up for class with 
registration for Conference. You must have a compass (preferably with declination adjust-
ment), 
search pack, appropriate clothing and footwear for the conditions, and be in reasonable physi-
cal 



ARIZONA SAR CONFERENCE 2015 
May 1-3, 2015 

Salvation Army Camp, Heber, AZ 
As of 013015 

K9 Track Schedule 
 

You must show proof of affiliation with a government agency to attend this conference. 
Fieldwork class sizes are limited so make sure to reserve your spot as soon as the prereg-
istration 
packets are out. Classes will be filled on a 1st come 1st served basis. 
T-shirts will be available at the conference ($15.00 short sleeve & $20.00 long sleeve). 
REGISTRATION BEGINS THURSDAY APRIL 30 AT 1400 HRS. 
Friday, May 1st 
0800-1200: Beg/Intermediate HRD fieldwork1- Ben Alexander Texas Search & Rescue 
0800-1200: Beg/Intermediate Tracking fieldwork1- Jen Blanton Texas Search & Rescue 
0800-1200: Advanced Area fieldwork1- Stacie Burkhardt MAT+SAR K9 Alaska 
1200-1300: LUNCH 
The following classes are continuation of am classes: 
1300-1700: Beg/Intermediate HRD fieldwork1- Ben Alexander Texas Search & Rescue 
1300-1700: Beg/Intermediate Tracking fieldwork1- Jen Blanton Texas Search & Rescue 
1300-1700: Advanced Area fieldwork1- Stacie Burkhardt MAT+SAR K9 Alaska 
1800-2000: DINNER 
Saturday, May 2nd 
0800-1200: Advanced HRD fieldwork1- Ben Alexander Texas Search & Rescue 
0800-1200: Advanced Tracking fieldwork1- Jen Blanton Texas Search & Rescue 
0800-1200: Beg/Intermediate Area fieldwork1- Stacie Burkhardt MAT+SAR K9 Alaska 
1200-1300: LUNCH 
The following classes are continuation of am classes: 
1300-1700: Adv HRD fieldwork1 - Ben Alexander Texas Search & Rescue 
1300-1700: Advanced Tracking fieldwork1- Jen Blanton Texas Search & Rescue 
1300-1700: Beg/Intermediate Area fieldwork1- Stacie Burkhardt MAT+SAR K9 Alaska 
1800-2100: DINNER / AWARDS / RAFFLE 
Sunday, May 3rd 
0800-1200: AKC CGC - Cindy McArthur & Diane Christian Coconino County Sheriff’s SAR 
K9 Team Flagstaff, AZ 
____________________________________________________________________________
_______ 
1 This is an 8-hour, 1-day class limited to 10 students. 



 



 



 


